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This book on Puzzles was first published in 1986 and later published in paperback. I borrowed it

from my Library a couple of times and recently obtained my own copy. If you have any interest in

puzzles,you'll immediately agree that this book is outstanding in every way. The authors are two of

the biggest names when it comes to writing about mechanical puzzles of today and of the past.

Jerry Slocum has collected puzzles all his life,has over 30,000, and has probably the finest

collection in the world. He is President of the Slocum Puzzle Foundation,in Beverly Hills,California.

This book is an overview of just about everything there is about puzzles.There are all kinds of

puzzles such as Crossword,Word Search and many types more commonly called Pencil

Puzzles;but that is not what this book is all about. It is somewhat difficult to define Mechanical

Puzzles;but if you think of the types of puzzles that you can pick up in your hand,it helps to see the

types of puzzles covered in the book. The authors cover puzzles everyone is familiar with such as

Rubik's Cube,Sliding Blocks,Tangrams,Wire,String & Rings,Mazes,Puzzle Locks,Puzzle

Boxes,Take-Apart Puzzles,and on and on. I think you get the picture. The authors cover the history

of the puzzles and give hundreds of pictures of them from their collections as well as from

collections of other great collectors. The book has many pictures of the creators of puzzles and it is

a real treat to put a face to the names which are so well known in the puzzle world. The book is a



pure delight to read and to look at the fascinating array of puzzles;but it doesn't end there. There is

all kinds of information on how to go about solving many of the puzzles;and on top of that lots of

instructions oh how you can make many of the puzzles.
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